CONTINENTAL AND COLONIAL PROGRAMME

. . . Also, it would not be taking an anti-Socialist step, not falling
back into nationalist tendencies, or protecting the capitalists' particular
interests, so far as the workers of the countries, Germany and Italy,
disinherited in colonial regards are concerned, to declare in the present
situation: We are for peace, but solely for a peace founded upon
equality of rights. We owe it to the future of our people, to the
future of our children to carry to a successful conclusion and to
achieve colonial security for the economic life of the disinherited
peoples, whatever may be the importance of the obstacles and from
whatever quarter they may come! That would be neither national-
ism nor chauvinism, but simply an act of personal defence. It would
be a national attitude, in the sense in which the obligation on the
Labour movement to assure the conditions of existence of each
people is national, it would therefore be a step, genuinely necessary
and salutary, towards socialism.

GERHARD HILDEBRAND.    1912.    Ibid., pp.  59-65.

... But among these fragments there is one, the most precious per-
haps in political and military regards, which returned to us at the
same time as the new Reich was being formed. That one is Alsace>
and with it also the fragments of Lorraine, which have always been
foreign. A conquest which has led us, we have to admit, if only one
plumbs the abysses of history, to a rapid regermanisation of the direct-
ing social strata in Alsace, and to a quite new Germanisation of
Lorraine. This last fact is perhaps the most satisfying result that it
has been possible to obtain from the Germans' modern tendency to
emigrate westwards. It seems probable that Metz was partly German
in language and nationality until the twelfth century; it is certain that
Metz and its environs, at the time of its reunion with the Empire^
bore a French character. With what rapidity this has been changed!
Not only has a large part of the population of the city been German-
ised, but the external aspect of the country has already taken on
a German stamp, and in the north of the province a flourishing
industry has brought a rapid influx of German immigration with the
birth of new localities and the development of the old ones.

. . . Truly, the nation could well support goodhuxnouredly its
several thousands of 'Francaisillons* (Franzos/inge)^ thinly varnished^
with the varnish peeling off more and more every day, the clique of
those who wish, to the scandalising of the good average Alsatian, to-
consume the best part of the wealth they have acquired in a German
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